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MESSAGE FROM MAYOR MC REYNOLDS

During the past several months many changes have occurred in
our little community. These changes have transpired: 1) Physi-
cally, in the make-up of the Town; 2) policywise, in the approach
the Council takes to its operations and 3) externally, in the way
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we relate to other governments.

Physically, the Town has built a new multi-purpose barn at
the Little League Field between 280 and Purissima Road. This
facility will house our equipment and provide workshops, admin-
istrative space and storage for our Town maintenance activities.
The size of our work force will not increase but their efficiency
should through improved communications and supervision,
through reduced transit times to jobs, through improved equip-
ment repair and through better equipment security. Additionally,
we have overhauled the Little League fields to broaden their
usefulness to include soccer and to reduce the playing hazards.

The Town has changed its appearance substantially through
the accelerated construction of new homes that has occurred to
the point of using most of our developable land. This phenomena
has illustrated the need for recreational facilities and open space
to provide for both recreational activities and to maintain the
rural character of the Town. We have entered into a sales agree-
ment to buy the Adebe Creek Lodge facility to preserve this
unique facility for open space/recreational use. We are studying
additional lands wherein those open space/recreational needs
may supersede the need for additional lots.

However, on the policy side, we are well aware of the elector-
ate’s demand that we control our budgets and reduce the burden
on taxpayers. Therefore, these facilities must be self-sustaining.

We are reviewing our policy regarding Sheriff’s services, not
because of the service quality which is excellent but because the
county executive proposes to double our rates next year after a
large rate increase this year. Similarly, the fire protection services,
taxed to us but administered by the county, need a serious cost
effectiveness review. The inefficient burden proposed by Santa
Clara County for police and fire does not appear reasonable.
Any changes in the delivery of these services must necessarily
provide the same or better quality. For example, in fire, retain
the same fire protection rating or, in police, the same level of
patrol coverage, backup and training.

Also, to improve our efficiencies through economies of scale,
we are reviewing the annexation of similacly developed areas
within our urban service areas. Initial reviews have indicated
these areas now serviced by the county may provide revenues
greater than their marginal cost of service. Yet their current
cost of service through the county is equal to and may soon
exceed ours.

L el i
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AN INVITATION

On April 19,1980 the new multi-purpose Barn located between
280 and Purissima will be officially dedicated. In coordination
with the opening of the Little League Season earlier that day,
the Barn Dedication will be at 3:00 P.M. A get-acquainted Social
and Barn Dance will follow, sponsored by the Little League.

SPRING CLEAN-UP PROGRAM —
SATURDAY, MAY 10, 1980

May 10, 1980. For their customers only, Los Altos Garbage
Company has set aside another weekend day for the placement of
large containers throughout the Town. The pick-up is scheduled
for Saturday, May 10, between the hours of 7:30 AM. and
2:00 PM. (be there early as the trucks must leave by 2:00) at
the following locations:

Town Hall Parking Lot

Magdalena at 1S-280

Moody Road at Altamont
Altamont Road at Black Mountain
Page Mill Road at Arastradero (West)
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rinally, we are intensively exploring alternate strategies to
fund open space/recreational acquisitions which will benefit
all vur citizens.

We, as a Council, are stnving (o incorporate fundamental
private investment concepts into our hudgetary process to ensure
that services we provide are cificiently delivered and adequate,
and that capital expendituies Improve our uperating elficiencices.

This is a service provided ONLY for customers of Los Altos
Garbage Company. For further information, call the Los Altos
Garbage Company - 961-8040.
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MEETING THE STAFF

In this dssue of the Newsletier we would like to mtroduge the
members ol the Phning and  Degineering Departinent. Joha
Cuarlson is the Ciry Planner and City Engmeer. Johin came 1o Los
Altos Hills just a hittle vver a year ago alter serving the City of
Mountain View for 12 years. As City Planner. Jolin handles all
imtial subdivision plans. applications for zoning vanances. condi-
tional use permits. arrangements ol lots. etc. In the role of City
Engineer John folluws a subdivision through to its final stage. He
minst check 1o see that the physical requirements lor site improve-
ment fullow good engineering practices: must make certain that
there is adequate storm drainage and sewage facilities and must
receive and study the environmental impact report. if one is
required. On this last subject. John said the Environmental Impact
Law really scrved to formalize what was already being done in
practice by city stafls.

Since Los Altos Hills has only one type of zoning. namely,
single-family zoning. John's position involves atiention to rather vunique standards. Maintaining the rural aumosphere—one of the Town's
notable assets—is an important factor John must constantly consider.

Johin thoroughly enjoys his position—enjoys the challenges it presents to creative thinking and the rewards which are felt when prob-
lems are solved.

Aiding John in the Planning Department is Assistant Planner, Pat Webb. Par first came to this job in July. 1979, as an intern from San
Jose State. Following her internship, Pat was hired by the Town on a part-time contract. She is still attending San Jose State. working
roward a Master’s Degree.

Pat’s principal function is “to make John’s job easier.” She performs support services for the various committees, such as TrafTic and
Public Safety' and Pathways: helps put together staff reports for the Planning Commission: and annually inspects facilities which have con-
ditional use permits. such as commercial stables. Pat also frequently walks the site and collects duta when a prospeciive developer submits
a map lor a subdivision. Recently. Pat helped to formulate the questions asked in the tennis court survey and she compiled the data from
that survey for members of the Planning Commission. Through her studies and her day-to-day work, Pat is a firm believer in urban

The stalf from 1. to r. is John Carlson, Pat Webb, Leslie Penfold
and Ethel Hopkins
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planning and is looking Tforward to working full-time in this field.

Serving the Planning Siaff as secretary is Ethel Hopkins. Ethel has been a staff member for tliree and a half years. After raising a family,
she graduated from San Jose State with a degree in English and eight day's later she was working for the Town. Part of Ethel’s job includes
preparing the agendas. distributing the staff reports and taking the minutes for the Planning Comnussion meetings. It’s an extremely busy
and challenging job which Ethel describes as “lots of fun.™ She enjoys meeting people and savs that her working associates are very sup-

portive of each other.

Leslie Penfold. full-time Engineering Secretary. agrees with Ethel’s assessment of her co-workers and finds the working atmosphere in
the front office to be excellent. Leslie is continually learning more about the technical aspects of her job and is interested in furthering her

education along those lines.

HISTORY OF HILLS LITTLE LEAGUE

The Los Altos Hills Little League was formed in 1960 through
the energetic efforts of a group of families who wanted to provide
a safe place in our town for their children to play baseball. It
started with about 50 boys ages 9 to 12, plaving on two make-
shift fields on property leased from the school district.

In 1969 the Town purchased the property, a third field was
added and new fences and backstops were constructed. In 1972
the present building housing the snack bar. restrooms, and equip-
ment was added, and just three years ago the parking area was
paved and a temporary safety fence was erected.

The league has now grown to over 450 boys and girls, ages
% to 18. over 807F of whom are residents of Los Altos Hills. The
fields are busy six or seven days a week from April through June,
with many new friendships being made on the fields and in the
bleachers. In recent years the gopher population and mother
nature combined 1o make the playing surface unsafe. Therefore,
the Town has resurfaced the fields. installed sprinklers. and will
maintain them in a safe and plavable condition. Rural fencing
Is also being inatalled.

Calendar uf Evenis

Apnl |
Friday . April 18
Saturday . April 19 at 10.45 a.m.
Mayor McRevnalds will throw oul

the first hall
ADUL TS ONLY - Satoeday. Apul 19
3005 060 pan.
SIW O BARN, Datle Bawese Dickd
Appross aatelh Jone 24

Praciice Beging
Teanm Prtures
Opering Day Ceremonics

Gt A apnnted Souval

I od ol Seas

Prestdent Ak Lankin
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In September of 1978, Westwind 4-H Riding for the Handi-
capped held its first riding session at Westwind Barn in Los Altos
Hills. As one startled bystander remarked, **You couldn’t move
without tripping over a wheelchair.” There were 18 riders, a
dozen horses and a veritable army of untrained volunteers. Head
Instructor James Forderer, a veteran of five previous handicapped
riding programs, matched children, horses, and volunteers and
conducted two riding lessons with an aplomb that belied his
underlying astonishment at the sheer numbers.

Since its inception, the Westwind program has been an all-
volunteer community involvement operation. The only charge
to the participants has been for the insurance (S1.50). Horses
used in the lessons are loaned, transported and handled through-
out the riding sessions by their owner/volunteers. All the side-
walkers: are volunteers as are the instructors and organizers.
Funds for helinets, salety belts. maithngs. photography—have
came Trom donations and a benetit held last April. With many
clnldien waiting and haping for a chance 1o join the program,
Westwind A=11 necds help i every area i order 1o expand. Top

prioes iy ool present s tocacguie ard support horses. thus insuring
contevate o o) e odding lessans e the ssent ol Paeang mterest
o 1 parl ot dhiise w g an vty haviet i dipsies, Sl
setinid Doesais sorth centles prac bl dispaosi ions e Bopg sonpht
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Community support groups have made these riding lessons
possible and have added a comprehensive aspect that has made
Westwind unique among programs of this type:

Girl Scouts - organized a Christmas party

Junior Riders - organized an Easter party

Service Club of St. Francis High - donated materials for and

constructed a ramp to facilitate loading of students from
wheelchair to horseback

Town of Los Altos llills - furnished the barn and riding

facilities

Berry Hill Farm - provided covered arena for inclement

weather

Portola Valley Pony Club and members of the California

Dressage Society - provided the entertainment at the
benefit and arranged for the donation of a surcingle

Two local 4-H c¢lubs, Los Meontanitas and Vista 4-H, have
committed themselves to helping the program. In particular, the
4-H “non-horse’ programs have brought the children from the
Vista and Westwind 4-H groups together.

If you need any additional information concerning Westwind
4-H, please call Nancy Couperus at 9414808,

HISTORICAL SOCIETY HAPPENINGS

The Los Altos Hills Historical Society enjoyed a most reward-
ing 1979 with unusual and interesting programs and tours. Rated
hich among these were the Earthquake Walk on upper Page Mill
Road. the visit to the Triton Museum to view the exhibit of
Elizabeth B. Duveneck. and the King Tut Tour. The tour netted
a profit of 5600 for the Society and was a valuable experience
thanks to a pre-tour program presented by Barbara Stewart on
Egyptian culture and King Tut.

The October guest speaker was Nancy Harvey, tapestry de-
signer/weaver, with color slides and displays, and the November
speaker was Margaret Campbell. descendant of the Breen family
survivors, who spoke on the Donnor Disaster. Officers for 1980
who will continue for a 3rd year include the President, lrma
Goldsmith: Treasurer. *Doc™ Dochnahl: and. for her 2nd vear as
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HOW EXTENSIVE THE HILLS?

Within the Town boundaries. there are about 5400 acres.
Ther.e are also approximately 3,700 acres of unincorporaied area
within the Town sphere of influence.

From the northernmost point (off the end of Gerth Lane) to
the southernmost (at the end of Ravensbury), the distance is
5.37 mlle; as the crow flies. The easterly edge of Town (a1 the
Summerhill and Magdalena intersection) measures 3.85 miles

from the W’CSIEI]Y oint (at Pace Mill b _
Buena Vista Drive].p ge Mill between Central Drive and

REPORT FROM THE ENVIRONMENTAL
DESIGN COMMITTEE ON EARTHQUAKES

) Most of California is seismically active. The problem is so
intense Ih.at the State Legislature has supported a Joint Committee
on SEIlSITI.]C Safety which has been in operation since 1969. The
following are guidelines for seismic safety measures and policies:
1) thoughtful land use decisions are fundamental to seismic
safety; 2) when contemplating grading or construction in seismic
areas, one should first consider the stability of the underlying
geo!o_g:c formations: and 3) in a seismic region like California,
decision makers should observe one invaluable rule of thumb,
namely that every significant structure in California can be
expected to undergo at least one major earthquake in its lifetime.
The major seismic hazards in Los Altos Hills relate to ground
shaking. ground failure and surface faulting. -
A. Ground Shaking:
1t would appear that the greatest shaking intensity would
occur along the valley floors in the Town where unconsoli-
dated alluvial deposits exist. These would include the Adobe.
messmm. Matadero and Barron Creek areas in particular.
Since most of the development in Los Altos Hills is of one or
w:ro story wood-frame construetion, it is not anticipated that
widespread maior structural failures fram chakine wauld he
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Vice-PrEgi":i-ent. Margaret Alexander. The newréeiériétary will be
Helen Catton and Members-at-Large are Alexander Russell and
Elizabeth Peers.

November, 1979: The Historical Preservation Ordinance was
adopted by the City Council.
In memorial to Jay Gould a liquidambar
tree was planted in DeAnza Park.

A tour of Filoli House and Gardens is sched-
uled for April 15, 1980. Call 948-2487 for
details.

1980:

Remember 1o send in any information you might have on the
history of Town street names.

REMINDER FROM THE PATHWAY COMMITTEE

You can help your Town keep its costs down by assisting with
the spring clearing of roadside paths that border your property.
All vegetation should be cleared; all shrubbery should be pruned
back to vour property line: trees should be pruned to the height
of 12 feet: obstructions should be removed from the path; and
mailboxes should be moved either to the inside or the outside
edge of the path in accordance with the Postmaster’s preference.

Paths that npeed more improvement than you can handle
should be reported to the Town staff, giving exact location and
repair needed. Iy ou are paving your driveway this year, ask your
contractor to roughen that part of the driveway that crosses the
path,

By aiding the Town with these Tew simple measures. you will
help keep pedestrrans, eepestrans, jogeers and bicyehsts movine
salely throngh the Town
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HORSEMEN'S ASSOCIATION
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?xPECch in the Town. However, wood-frame structures lack-
ing lateral bracing adequate to resist seismic forces, may suffer
structural failure. Any unreinforced brick or concrete struc-
tures could receive considerable damage.

The schools all have been built under the Field Act and should

therefore meet current building standards with respect to
expected shaking,

B. Ground Failure:

It if; very difficult to anticipate the extent of probable
ground failure in Los Altos Hills in response 1o seismic shaking.
There have been no strong earthquakes affecting the Town, or
even the rest ol the Bay Area, since the vast hillside areas have
been dc\_fcloped after the 1906 earthquake. Experts agree that
many seismic induced land failures in the hills in the Bay Area
are certain to occur, especially where man has disturbed the
natural slope equilibrium through cutting, filling and placing
structures. In Los Altos 1lills, the basic stability of hillside
materials vary and some are more resistant to failure than
others. By and large, however, the basic stability of the hillside
areas appears maderate to high.

C. Surluce Faulting:

The mmor Fault of coneern in the Los Altos Hills Planning
Area s the Bk Mountain Fault, The Indjor question is
whether this should be considered an active fanlt, and until
evidence s available that the fault is inactive, the prudent
POlCY dppears 1o be to assane that it is an active fault.

I view o the Tngh psky mvolved and e sigmficant proba-

'f'lllll} il L MAMIIETR] \'.!llllllll.lki' GLLHEEINg 1) Loy Adtos 11 It\, i
would sevim advisable 1o s [ Linaly Ter b
SRR \ ti b

.Ihik Al f wir |

b i earth puaake
i I'lI,H.' ”II i Illj'tl I.'|I a0 | .I'-.III'

For all of those horsemen i the Ihlls, please note that the
Horsemen’s Assoaation canr provide you with popotiant up-to-
date mfopmation and also offers a vanely ol programs [or vour
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crjoyiment. Addronally, the Association s a good contact with
Town Hall and the Pathways Committce. The President of the
Association 1s Richard Swan. I vou have any questions or need
additional information. please ¢all Town Hall,

TOWN'S 256TH ANNIVERSARY

Next vear, 1981, Los Alros Hills will celebrate its 25th anniver-
sary. In anticipation of thisevent, it was decided at the March 19,
1950 council meeting to begin coordinating ideas. suggestions
and plans. The Historical Society will be the main coordinating
group with Councilwoman Hillestad acting as a liaison between
the Council and the Historical Society. If vou have anv sugges-
tions for this celebration. please comact Town Hall and we will
pass the ideas along to the Historical Suciery.

COMMITTEE VACANCIES

There is currently one vacancy ¢ach on the Noise Abatement
Committee and the Pathway Commiitee and 1wo vacancies on the
Environmental Design Committee. All residents who are inter-
ested in volunteering their time and eifort in active community
involvement are encouraged to fill out an application at the Town
Hall. 26379 Fremont Road.

CALIFORNIA CRIME WATCH

George Deukmejian. Attorney General, recently began work
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ARASTRADERO ROAD BICYCLE/
PEDESTRIAN PATH PROJECT

At the February 20, 1980 council meeting, a resolution was
adopted approving and authorizing execution of a Juint Powers
Agreement between Los Altos Hills, the County of Santa Clara
and the City of Palo Alio concerning the Arasiradero Road
Bicvele Path.

The proposed path. approximately one-half mile in length,
will extend from Deer Creek (where the Arastradero Safety
Improvements Project bike path ends) 1o the western city limits,
through the unincorporated area of the county (Stanford lands).
ending at Purissima Road in Los Altos Hills. This path will pro-
vide an urgently needed, safe travel route for bicyclists and
pedestrians approximately parallel to a narrow, winding, haz-
ardous stretch of Arastradero Road.

NOTICE FROM THE
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

The Public Works Committee has asked that all residents
notify them, via Town Hall, of drainage problems in their area.
In preparation of their recommendations for next year’s road
work, it will be helpful to have full Town participation in alerting
the Committee to road areas needing improvement. particularly
drainage.

Either call the Town Hall (941-7222) and leave a complete
message as 1o the area, the problems and how you may be con-
tacted, or mail the information 1o: Town Hall. 26379 Fremont
Road, Los Altos Hills, California 94022,

BURGLARY ALARM ORDINANCE

Not having a burglary may now cost Hills' alarm owners
$25.00. When anything other than a burglar activates an alarm
and brings the Sheriff to your residence for the third time, the
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on a statewide plan 1o restore public safety in the 80%. called
California Crime Watch. The goal of this plan is to conduct a
coordinated, vigorous and effective statewide crime prevention
crusade to reduce crime and violence during the next decade.

This goal can be achieved if governmental and private sector
leaders throughout California work together to: (1) promote an
informed public which will support retention and expansion of
effective local crime prevention programs: (2) educate actual and
potential crime victims how to better protect themselves. their
homes. means of transportation, businesses, schools, parks und
other recreation areas; (3) develop a more responsible admini-
stratton of criminal justice 1o vigorously and eflectively locate,
identity . apprehend, comiact and pupish criminals: and (4) deter
actual and potential criminals by warning them of the increased
hkelihood of apprehension and conviction and of 1he ¢nbanced
probability uf grave punishunent should those warnings be iznored.

AL the Bmuary 20 1950 mectmg. the City Council vl 1 as Altos
Hhily adopted a sesolution endorsing and supporting Calilor
Crime Wateh and the Attomey General’s plan 10 restone public
satety anthe 30%
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Town will bill the owner for a false alarm.
Falsely ringing alarms are useless to their owners and costly
1o the Town. They have been costing the Town up to $4.000 per

‘year in additional law enforcement time. Some alarm owners

have had up to six false alarms per month.

Under a recently passed Los Altos Hills ordinance. alarm
owners are granted two free false alarms. A $25.00 service charge
will be imposed upon the third and cach cnsuing false alarm
during a twelve month alarm period. The alarm period will begin
on the date of the first alarm. Succeeding alarm periods will
begin on the anniversary of the first fulse alurm.

Alarm owners who make contact with the law enforcement
ageney of the Town before responding units anive will not be
charged with o talse wlarm. Mechanical malfunctions will be con-
stdered alse alarnms.

The false alaemn atation wall Be niled to the glam owner and
i due and pasahle walo fitteen davs Any peison viclatimg ths
spdamaince sl Bse subypec b e opy o SO Ol oers nay appeal
wowatting to the Coty Comanl and all Coperl dlscraons will he
frreal
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