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• Fire Hazard Severity Zone maps arose from major 
destructive fires, prompting the recognition of these 
areas and strategies to reduce wildfire risks. Legislative 
response led to mandated mapping across California 
under the California Public Resources Code 4201-4204, 
encompassing all State Responsibility Areas (SRA).

• For Local Response Areas (LRA) mandated 
mapping is required by Government Code 51178 
& 51179

The History of FHSZ Maps



Legislature compels on update for SRA and LRA in addition the Governor’s 
Office issued Emergency Proclamation  on 3-1-25 to compel update and roll 
out.

• Updated  burn probabilities for wildland areas (inclusive of 2020 fires) 

• Updated  fire environment footprints (urban/developed)

• Updated  Vegetation density for urban areas

• Inclusion of slope in the urban zoning model

• Localized fire weather  used in both  wildland and urban models

• New firebrand production and transport model using discrete local wind 
vector distributions

Why are FHSZ being updated?



1. January 30, 2025 CAL FIRE postponed map roll out to 2/24

2. February 24, 2025 CAL FIRE publishes FHSZ maps

3. March 26, 2025 CAL FIRE FHSZ map posted by LAH online

4. April 17, 2025  FHSZ discussion and consideration

5. April 23, 2025  Joint Wildfire Workshop 
  (Postcard Mailed to all Residents)

6. May 15, 2025  FHSZ Ordinance 1St Reading

7. June 18, 2025  FHSZ Ordinance 2nd Reading

LAH FHSZ Map Adoption Timeline and 
Outreach



• CAL FIRE used the best available science and data to 
develop, and field test a model that served as the basis of 
zone assignments. The model evaluated the probability of 
the area burning and potential fire behavior in the area. 

• Factors: fire history, vegetation, flame length, blowing 
embers, proximity to wildland, terrain, and weather

• Methods used to create FHSZ MAPS 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oXwnUCFVGxI

How are the zones determined?



Zone Requirements



CAL FIRE BASE MAP
LOS ALTOS HILLS
MANDATORY 
MINIMUM



MODIFYING CAL FIRE BASE MAP
• Town may not decrease the designation in CalFire’s Map

• May increase any area to Moderate or High at Town’s discretion

• May increase any area to Very High (not already designated by CalFire) by 
making findings supported by substantial evidence that the defensible space 
requirements under state law are necessary for effective fire protection in the 
area. 
• 100 feet of defensible space from structures 
• Ember-resistant zone within 5 feet of structure 
• Remove tree limbs within 10 feet of chimneys or stovepipes
• Maintenance trees, shrubs, fallen leaves, needles and vegetative materials
• Other requirements listed in statute  



CAL FIRE FHSZ VIEWER 



LOCAL AMENDMENTS
LOS ALTOS HILLS
OPTION 2



LOCAL AMENDMENTS
LOS ALTOS HILLS
OPTION 3



LOCAL AMENDMENTS
LOS ALTOS HILLS
OPTION 4



LOCAL AMENDMENTS
LOS ALTOS HILLS
OPTION 5



CALIFORNIA 
DEPARTMENT
OF INSURANCE

CAL FIRE hazard maps do not 
affect insurance rates or 
availability

https://calfire.app.box.com/s/1v
2rn7wwl0crsz2jdjd65jh3q9uyax
dh



osfm.fire.ca.gov/fhsz
Fire Hazard Severity Zone



Links

Finding or Retaining Insurance
https://www.insurance.ca.gov/01-consumers/200-wrr/Safer-from-Wildfires.cfm

Fire Hazard Severity Zones & FAQs
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/community-wildfire-preparedness-and-mitigation/fire-hazard-severity-zones

History of Fire Hazard Severity Zone Maps CAL FIRE - Ready for Wildfire
https://readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/

Fire Hazard Severity Zone Rollout 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zy8X3BCreXY 

Low-cost retrofitting list 

https://readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/hardening-your-home/

https://www.insurance.ca.gov/01-consumers/200-wrr/Safer-from-Wildfires.cfm
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/community-wildfire-preparedness-and-mitigation/fire-hazard-severity-zones
https://readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zy8X3BCreXY
https://readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/hardening-your-home/


QUESTIONS /COMMENTS?

THANK YOU 

Fire Hazard Severity Zones
Map Adoption Discussion and Consideration

Presented by: Jay Bradford, Community Development Director
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