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Hearings to Begin on LOS ALTOS HILLS
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Urgency Ordinance

Replacement

Based on a report from the
Planning Commission, the
Council has directed thatan
ordinance be drafted to modify
current regulations on house
size. Floor area, rather than
building coverage, would be
the determining factor, and the
bulk and volume of houses
would be more closely control-
led according to the size and
slope of lots.

The proposed revisions
would replace the urgency
ordinance adopted in January,
1985, that requires a Special
Land Use Permit from the City
Council for construction of any
building in excess of 15 feet in
height. The City Council will
issue such a permit now only if
it finds that the proposed
building will not be a nuisance
or detriment to the neighbor-
hood and is appropriate to the
location, lot, and the neighbor-
hood. The new ordinance
would refine the guidlines
used in the present permit
process.

The Plannine (Cnmmissinn
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then go to the Council for
further hearings. The publicis
encouraged to attend the
hearings, the dates for which
may be determined by calling
Dial-Agenda, 941-7225 after
business hours or on
weekends.

The Planning Commission
will also consider lowering the
maximum height allowed for
structures in the community
from 30 feet to 27 feet. This
change would eliminate new
three-story houses unless the
ground floors are substantially
underground.

Further recommendations
that the zoning ordinance limit
the maximum change in eleva-
tion for a structure to 35 feet
from its lowest point to its
highest point will be consi-
dered. This provision would
help prevent the construction
of homes that appear to be
three or four stories from cer-
tain vantages, although they
are actually only stepped up
the contour of the building site.
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LAW, TOO!

Dogs cannot legally be allowed to
roam the streets. The dogs facea trip
to the county animal shelter; their
owners a stiff fine.

With so many dogs running
loose in the town, a visitor might
suspect the owners of those dogs
are acting perfectly legally. But
they are not. The first-offense
penalty for allowing one’s dog
to stray is $47.

Los Altos Hills has the same
animal-control ordinance that
Santa Clara County has, because
the county is the enforcement
agency. That ordinance says that
no person owning or having
control of a dog shall permitit to
stray or run at large in any public
street or other public place or
upon private property without
the consent of the property
OWner.

As a practical matter, the dog-
control ordinance is enforced
by the Santa Clara Count
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will hold pubhc hearings on
the staff-prepared ordinance
during July. The ordinance will
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TOWN OF LOS ALTOS HILLS

(LEASH LAW Conl.)

from dog owners before issuing
citations.

But with so many dogs loose
in the hills, complaints are made
and citations are issued. Some
streets are well-known for
having dogs that lie in wait to
chase cars. Joggers know of areas
where a dog is likely to snap at
their heels. People are bitten by
other people’s pets. Running in
packs, dogs may kill other dogs,
cats and wild animals.

Dog catchers commonly are
depicted in white suits carrying
big nets, but in reality they are
likely to be dressed in khaki and
carry a lariat. Bob Gnatt, super-
visor for animal control, says
some county officers learn to

lasso like the best of the cowboys.

_ People with complaints about
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Animal LCOontroi WImnce oniy
when a complaint is made. And
both town and county officials
seek voluntary compliance &
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O Recent City
Council Actions

1. Adopted regulations on
political signs and advertise-
ments.

2. Revised town regulations
regarding antennas. Previ-
ously under the Town’s
zoning ordinance antennas
were limited to 30 feet in
height. Under the revised
ordinance, antennas, such as
regular television antennas,
are allowed up to 40 feet in
height, without a permit,
and higher antennas, such
as amateur radio antennas,
require site development
approval to give the town the
authority to mitigate aesthetic
or visual impacts on neigh-
bors or the general public.
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[ Issues Coming
Before The
City Council

1. The Housing Element of the
General Plan. Periodic up-
dating of the General Plan is
mandated by state law. Los
Altos Hills will begin its
updating by considering the
Housing Element. Recent
state policy requires that each
city prepare and implement
a plan to provide affordable
housing, and the consulting
firm of Connerly and Asso-
ciates has prepared recom-
mendations for the town.
After review by the town
staff, a draft Housing Ele-
ment will be presented to
the Planning Commission
for public hearingsin July.
The Planning Commission’s
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dogs should call 4U8-299-6100.

If a dog is lost, the Santa Clara
Valley Humane Society may be
contacted at 408-727-3383.
Complaints about barking dogs
are referred to the town, which
covers this problem under its
noise ordinance. As with other
animal problems, the town seeks
to reconcile problems between
neighbors before taking any legal
action.

Animals Turn Decks
Into Maternity Wards

Animal control officers deal
with wild animals as much as
they deal with dogs in Los Altos
Hills.

Officers will pick up animals
killed by automobiles or other
causes.

They will not trap and relocate
wild animals. They will not go
under houses or decks, on roofs
or in attics to refrieve wild
animals.

Bob Gantt, animal control
supervisor, advises residents to
screen decks to prevent skunks
or raccoons from going under-
neath and giving birth, a fairly
common occurrence and a very
big problem for the homeowner.
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J. Dupportea a proposea state
law to require that all leaf
blowers have mufflers to
reduce their noise.

4. Voted support for a proposed
state law to require deposits
on most bottles.

5. Approved participationin a
Santa Clara County Sheriff’s
Department program for
increased enforcement of
drunken driving laws. The
program, financed by a state
grant, will increase the time
deputies patrol in the town
on Friday and Saturday
nights. The town pays no-
thing for the additional patrol
and may receive increased
revenue from its 80 percent
share of the fines and for-
feitures produced by law
enforcement in the town.

recommendation will go to
the City Council for additional
public hearings. In the past,
suggestions for dealing with
the state housing requirement
have included listing servants’
quarters as affordable housing
or allowing people to rent
guest houses.

. Public nuisances. An ordi-

nance covering items that
affect the health and safety
of the public or that may be
considered neighborhood
eyesores is being proposed.
The need to screen boats and
mobile homes that are visible
to neighbors with fencing or
plants would be a part of such
an ordinance. Unfenced
swimming pools and pools
and ponds that are left un-
attended also are scheduled
for discussion.
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J Committees
Have Vacancies

Los Altos Hills enjoys one
of the highest levels of citizen
volunteerism of any city in the
San Francisco Bay Area, and
opportunities frequently appear
for residents to help their town
function.

The town's volunteer bodies
include the Planning Commis-
sion, Community Relations
Committee, Environmental
Design and Protection Com-
mittee, Finance Committee,
Pathways, Recreation & Parks
Committee, Roads and Drainage
Committee, and Safety Commit-
tee. These bodies meet in the
evenings.

There currently are vacancies
on the safety, Finance and Path-
ways committees. The Roads
and Drainage Committee also
needs a new member, preferably
aresident of the Matadero Creek
drainage basin area.

Also, the Library Commission
will soon be expanding from 5 to
7 members, two of whom will be
from Los Altos Hills. Therefore,
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Town'’s Worst Fire One Year Ago

On July 1, 1985, a [{lSS
fire destroyed nine [{
homes in Los Altos
Hills, and that
memorable date
has now been
established as the
final date each year
to assure that the
entire Town is as
fire-safe as possible.

The City Council
requests that all
residents check
their own yards
to do what they
can for fire safety,
including clearing hazardous
debris that could contribute to an
equally disastrous fire. Fire-pre-
vention pamphlets are available
at the Town Hall.

The fire last year covered 150
acres of Los Altos Hills and Palo
Alto between Interstate 280 and
Arastradero Road. It destroyed
nine homes in Los Altos Hills
and damaged numerous other
structures.

Today, all but one of the nine
homes have been rebuilt, and

TOWN OF LOS ALTOS HILLS
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All but one of the nine houses destroyed by fire last year
fas been rebuilt.

further information about the
network from Barbara Tryon,
City Council member and
emergency services coordinator,
941-6330, or David Palley,
chairman of the town Safety
Committee, 941-7841.

The town also is following a
recommendation to encourage
the use of fire-retardant roofs
and fire-prevention landscaping
when houses are built.

The town encourages all
residents to consider fire-retar-
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In e near ramre, tnere wiil oe
an open position for Library
Commissioner.

Residents wishing to apply
for a City Council appointment
to a committee or commission
should contact Town Clerk Pat
Dowd at 941-7222.

the recommendations of a task
force that studied the fire are
being implemented.

A neighborhood emergency
network has been established,
and 18 of 35 designated neigh-
borhoods already have met
with volunteer neighborhood

dant building materials and
establish landscaped greenbelts
around their homes. In high
fire-hazard areas, homeowners
should consider roof and/or
interior sprinkler systems. Resi-
dents with pools are encouraged
to install auxiliary gasoline-

powered pool pumps for hosing
down roofs that are not
fire-retardant.

emergency coordinators. Resi-
dents of neighborhoods that
have not yet met may obtain

In 1985, 36 new houses were built in Los Altos New Building Total
Hills, and construction is continuing at about the Year Houses Permits Value
same pace this year, town officials say. =

Last year the town issued 195 building permits 1984 40 236 518.7 million
with a total value of $19.3 million, according to 1983 37 319 $20.6 million
Jeanne Evilsizer, building secretary. Three of the 1982 27 209 $ 9.8 million

1981 27 227 $10.3 million

new houses were replacements for homes destroyed
by fire. The town receives between $5,000 and 1980 39 339
$9,000 for all the permits required for construction
of a new house.

Here are figures for construction in past years:

$15.9 million

The largest number of new houses constructed in a
recent year was 93in 1977.
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contract for $247,571 to O’Grady
Paving Inc. of Mountain View

to make major repairs on the
S-curve along Fremont Avenue
from Edith Avenue to Seven
Acres Court. The major compo-
nent of the project will be raising
the pathway to road level at

the S-curve and constructing a
concrete retaining wall below
the pathway.

The pathway, serving pedes-
trians, horses and bicycles, will
vary in width from four feet of
paved surface along Fremont to
seven feet of pavement and five
feet of crushed rock at the curve.
The pathway will be separated
from the road by a standard
highway barrier.

The project is to be completed
by Labor Day, according to City
Engineer Michael Enright.

Parents of children attending
Bullis School have been seeking
improvements to the path at the
curve for many years.

Two existing retaining walls
between the roadway and the
path are crumbling and leaning
in places, and the roadway itself
is threatened by erosion.

On another pathway item,
the City Council has agreed to

TOWN OF LOS ALTOS HILLS
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of the northern boundary of the
campus. The new path would
separate horses from joggers
using the adjacent par course.

Town Plans Dedication,
Celebration

Los Altos Hills plans to bpth
celebrate its 30th anniversary
and dedicate the restored Herit-
age House with a ceremony and
hot dog lunch Saturday, Sept. 6.

Hot dogs, beer, lemonade and
popcorn will all be sold at the
historic price of 25 cents each
during the event.

Food and drinks will be served
from noon to 3 p.m. at the
Heritage House adjacent the
Town Hall at 26379 Fremont
Road. The dedication and
anniversary ceremony will be
atlp.m.

Los Altos Hills was founded
30 years ago by residents who
sought to preserve the area’s
rural character by requiring
minimum one-acre lots. In 1956,
incorporation of the 8.4-square-
mile area was approved on a
424-339 vote. There were just

constructed in 1909 by Billy
Eschenbruecher, a merchant in
downtown Los Altos. The house
was moved to Los Altos Hills
last year from its site on Second
Avenue and restored. The house
will provide Town Hall with
offices, staff lounge and meet-
ing areas. The town's Heritage
House Committee still seeks
donations or the loan of antiques
to furnish the house. Donors
should contact Town Historian
Rosemary Meyerott through the
Town Hall, 941-7222.

MEMBERS OF THE
CITY COUNCIL

Nan Fuhrman, Mayor

Richard L. Rydell,
Mayor Pro Tem

Louise Dronkert

Barbara Tryon

Mary van Tamelen

City Manager,
George Scarborough
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