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MOST DESTRUCTIVE WILDFIRES
IN CALIFORNIA

2018

CAMP FIRE (PARADISE)
18,804 STRUCTURES
85 DEATHS

2017

TUBBS FIRE
(SANTA ROSA)
5,636 STRUCTURES
22 DEATHS

1991

TUNNEL FIRE
(OAKLAND HILLS)
2,900 STRUCTURES
25 DEATHS

2003

CEDAR (SAN DIEGO)
2,820 STRUCTURES
15 DEATHS

2020

NORTH COMPLEX
(NEAR LAKE OROVILLE)
2,352 STRUCTURES
15 DEATHS

Town Faces Unprecedented Wildfire Season

L

os Altos Hills is fire country. The hilly terrain, dry-summer climate,
wooded ravines and adjacent wildlands invite fire to spread. In
the 1800s, fire passed through every few years; however the past

century has been an anomaly caused by successful fire suppression. But,
as we have seen across California, fire can return with a vengeance. Fire
suppression has led vegetation fuels in adjacent wildlands to accumulate
severalfold over natural levels. Wood-framed homes in town represent
a fuel load far beyond what would exist naturally. The narrow and often
dead-end roads complicate fire response and evacuation. Meanwhile,
heat and drought grow as a result of climate change. This year, in particular, we face a perfect firestorm of conditions.

[CONTINUED ON PAGE 2.]

Cover: Crews responded to the Byrne Preserve fire in 2017.
Top: A resident surveyed what was left of his home after the
Liddicoat fire. Left: A barn, surrounded by eucalyptus trees,
was engulfed in flames. The Liddicoat fire made headlines
in newspapers throughout the state.

High Fire Risk

Cal Fire and other agencies rank wildfire
risk as low, moderate, high, and very
high. Cal Fire and Santa Clara County
rank most of Los Altos Hills in the high
category. That is the same category as the
areas of Santa Rosa where 3,000 homes
were consumed by the 2017 Tubbs fire.
We can take solace from the fact that we
very rarely experience the hot, dry Diablo
winds that occur in hillside communities
closer to the Central Valley. Yet last year’s
lightning-triggered CZU fire showed
that raging wildfire is possible even in the
cooler and foggier areas to the west of the
town.

The Liddicoat Fire of 1985

Eucalyptus trees contributed to one of
the town’s greatest disasters. Eucalyptus
leaves produce a highly volatile and
combustible oil. The trees regularly shed
their scaly bark and leaves, creating piles
of flammable litter that can quickly carry
fire up to the canopy. Once fire reaches
the oil-rich air of the crown, a eucalyptus
tree will explode, igniting surrounding
trees and structures. And this is exactly
what happened on the afternoon of
July 1, 1985, when a fire broke
out near Arastradero Road.
Spurred on by 100-degree
heat and 15-25 mph winds, the
fire quickly jumped from grass
to eucalyptus trees and quickly
traveled uphill into the neighborhood
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hours. In total, 150 acres burned, more
than a dozen homes were destroyed, and
four horses were killed.
In 2006, in response to the danger that
eucalyptus trees present, the town enacted
an ordinance to remove eucalyptus trees
close to roads or homes. Other cities in
California have enacted similar ordinances.

Other Local Wildfires: Close Calls
around Liddicoat Drive, where it turned
into a raging inferno. Resident Larry
Aranas described his experience: “There
was fire all over the walls. I got the kids
out. I didn’t have time for anything else.
We tried to get in the car, but the doors
were too hot to touch.” Lally Font said
that she was overcome by smoke and just
managed to find a place where the air was
clear. Dayna Lynd-Pugh said: “I didn’t
think that we were going to get out alive.”
Flying Trail Farms released their 60 horses
so that they could flee.
More than 200 firefighters arrived to
fight the blaze, as did Cal Fire helicopters,
which scooped up water from nearby
Felt Lake. Firefighters were stunned by
the intensity, reporting that eucalyptus
trees heated up from the flames suddenly
exploded, igniting new blazes through
ember storms, radiant heat, and direct
flame. Firefighters struggled to contain the
aggressive fire that burned for nearly six

In 2017, mowing in Byrne Preserve
sparked a grass fire. The fire was immediately reported, and the response was quick
and extensive: about 100 firefighters,
multiple engines, bulldozers, and a Cal
Fire helicopter. In addition to suppressing
the fire, firefighters were positioned at the
houses uphill from the blaze. This time,
the weather cooperated, with 80-degree
temperature and light winds at four mph.
Firefighters suppressed the fire after it
burned five acres, with no damage to
structures or injuries to people.
On the early morning of August 16,
2020, a massive lightning storm struck
the Bay Area with 2,500 detected bolts
of lightning. Some bolts occurred here
in town and the surrounding hills, but
luckily none triggered a fire. Other areas
were not so lucky. What became known
as the CZU Fire Complex, burning
on the other side of Skyline Blvd from
town, consumed more than 85,000 acres
and 900 homes. Town residents should

realize how narrowly we averted a terrible
disaster — the CZU fire got within eight
miles of town and if the winds had blown
toward us, the fire could have closed that
gap very quickly. The Camp fire that
destroyed Paradise spread eight miles in
less than four hours. Santa Clara County
Fire Chief Tony Bowden addressed this
near-miss: “We were very, very concerned
that the CZU fire would bump up against
Skyline. It didn’t. We were very fortunate.
The weather cooperated towards the end.”
Bowden noted that the SCU fire burning
at the same time on the east side of San
Jose stretched 50 miles from north to
south. He described the conditions near
us as similar but “with heavier timber and
a lot more homes.” He went on to warn
of a SCU-sized fire here that could stretch
“from South County all the way into Los
Altos.”

Fire Insurance Policies Canceled

All these wildfires near Los Altos Hills
have not gone unnoticed by insurance
companies. They have evaluated the
heightened risk and many have canceled
policies. One resident explained, “My
insurance carrier dropped us after 10
years, telling me that they were no longer
writing policies here because of wildfire
risk. I called several other insurers who
told me the same story. Finally, I found a
carrier who would insure us, but at about
twice the cost and with much higher
deductibles. If I hadn’t found that carrier,
I would have turned to the California
FAIR program, but that would have been
even more expensive. I know people who
are choosing to buy homes elsewhere
because of the difficulty with insurance.”
What should you do if your insurance
is canceled? There is no simple, easy
solution. You can start by trying to
negotiate with your current insurer if you
implemented approved wildfire prevention measures. Next, residents can turn
to insurance brokers who can search for
other providers, known as surplus lines,

Top: The CZU lightning complex fire burns along Butano Ridge and in Pescadero Creek Park, in the Santa
Cruz Mountains (August 19, 2020). The fire grew to destroy over 85,000 acres and over 900 structures.
Bottom: The view from Laurel Lane shows smoke from the CZU fire rising over a nearby mountain ridge.

that are less regulated than carriers that
participate in the California Insurance
Guarantee Association. These policies
will typically be more expensive and
have higher deductibles. Increasingly,
homeowners in high-risk areas of California are finding it simply impossible
to get conventional fire insurance. For
such situations, California has created
the FAIR Plan (www.cfpnet.com), which
offers fire-only insurance for high-risk
properties. The policy covers the home
or its contents from fire, smoke damage,
and internal explosion. The FAIR Plan
does not cover other risks like theft,
damage from earthquake, flooding,
etc. which need to be purchased from
another insurance company. Expect
coverage under the FAIR Plan to be quite
expensive. It can be purchased directly or
through a licensed broker or agent. The
maximum value for a home is $3 million.

Wildfire Preparedness: Wildlands

Living in an area of high risk for wildfire
how does the town prepare itself? Wildfire

preparedness is a collective responsibility, at all levels from the California
state government down to the individual
resident. Let’s begin by discussing plans
developed by agency and county levels.
A common characteristic of the recent
wildfires that have destroyed thousands
of homes in California is that they started
in wildland areas, grew large, and then
descended upon settled communities.
From that perspective, the biggest threat
may be from the wildlands that border
Los Altos Hills. Some of these wildlands
are privately owned. Others are public,
such as Palo Alto’s Foothills Park and the
preserves managed by the Midpeninsula
Regional Open Space District (MROSD).
The MROSD has an extensive wildfire
mitigation plan, complete with fuel breaks
and prescribed burns to reduce fuel load.
Realistically, that plan is in its infancy,
and even the best-case scenario calls for
years of fire threat from dense fuel in the
MROSD and other wildlands bordering
Los Altos Hills.
Another tactic related to the wildland
risk is to remove or drastically reduce the
fire fuel between those wildlands and the
town. LAHCFD staff identified hazardous
fuel locations and then contracted the
Santa Clara County FireSafe Council to
remove fire fuels along Page Mill Road.
This project was completed in two phases
and connected with the Page Mill Road
fire fuel reduction completed by Palo
Alto. The LAHCFD Page Mill projects
focused on clearing, and where possible,
widening evacuation routes for egress of
residents and ingress of fire crews and fire
equipment during a fire or disaster event.
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Another LAHCFD roadway fire fuel
clearing project is for a Moody and El
Monte Roads evacuation route. Approximately 15 to 30 feet from the edge of the
road will be cleaned up, but not cleared.
Leaf litter, brush, and lower limbs of
trees (“ladder fuels”) and dead or down
trees will be removed. The result will be
a roadside buffer with reduced flash fuels
like broom and grasses. Tall shade trees
known as overstory trees will remain to
provide shade and keep the area cool,
which helps prevent fire from spreading
quickly. Hazardous trees that are leaning
or could fall into the roadway will be
assessed for removal.
The immediate goal of the LAHCFD
Moody and El Monte Roads project is to
remove the roadside hazardous fuels that
could fall and block the roadway in the
event of a fire or would make the roadway
extremely hot and unsafe to travel. The
broader goal is to enhance fire resiliency
by reducing ladder fuels, creating shaded
fuel breaks, and reducing invasive species,
and to improve evacuation routes. This
project will also increase Santa Clara
County’s developing shaded fuel break
system and provide opportunities to
protect or manage watersheds from future
wildfires. Additionally, reducing competition for light and water in the understory
plants, shrubs, and young trees and
treating hazardous trees where feasible will
create a healthier and more vigorous forest
and woodland.
The project requires residents’ permission to allow the work crews to enter
their property to remove the hazardous
fire fuels. Without the resident’s permission, the work crews cannot remove the
hazardous fuels to widen the evacuation
routes. Resident cooperation increases the
success of these preventative measures that
are funded and sponsored by LAHCFD.

Wildfire Preparedness: LAHCFD

The LAHCFD offers several programs
to help residents to be prepared for
wildfires. The LAHCFD monthly Brush

Top: CERT members train in fire extinguisher use.
Below: Six inches of dry fallen leaves could easily be
igniting by a falling ember from a nearby wildfire.

Chipping and Debris Removal Program
encourages residents to create defensible
space around their properties by offering
no-cost, curbside brush chipping and
chipping debris removal services. Each of
LAHCFD’s six designated chipping areas
receives services twice a year. Residents
receive a packet of registration materials
in the U.S. mail or can sign-up online at
lahcfd.org for chipping in
their area. The website has
a schedule and map for
each area.
Town resident
Dave Stewart has used
LAHCFD’s brush
chipping service along
with an independent tree service to
remove branches and accumulated debris
from his property to separate tree crowns
and create a defensible space around his
property (see photos on page 6).
LAHCFD also provides a Monthly
Brush Drop-off Program for brush and
tree limbs that do not qualify for the
chipping program. The brush drop-off
service is provided by Greenwaste on the
third Saturday of each month at Foothill
College, Parking Lot 1. One resident
explained the importance of this program:
“I live on a large lot with more than
100 trees that drop a lot of leaves and
branches. I wasn’t aware of just how much
debris had accumulated over a few years
when I stepped on the mulch beneath
these trees and sank a few inches. I was
standing in the middle of a tinderbox. A
single ember from a nearby wildfire could
quickly create fire ladders for all of these
trees. Over last summer, my son and I
raked all these areas, creating a massive
pile of yard waste several yards high. I
rented a truck and over several months
removed more than 30 truckloads of yard
waste. The brush drop-off service made
this huge clean-up project convenient
and affordable. What surprised me is how
few residents take advantage of this great
program.”

At Bryne Preserve, the LAHCFD has
arranged for goats to clear flammable
undergrowth. Goats have proven most
useful on steep or rocky hillsides where
workers would have trouble walking and
where mowers don’t work. Goats can each
consume 4 to 10 pounds of vegetation a
day and even climb into trees for food.
LAHCFD contracts with Santa
Clara County Central Fire Protection
District for everyday fire suppression and
emergency medical services, hazardous
materials removal, and other related fire
services. LAHCFD also funds extra patrol

staff on high fire risk days, and recently
added funding for fire crews at Palo Alto
Fire Station 8 in Foothills Park. These
services provide enhanced fire protection
and emergency medical fire rescue services
as a regional benefit to the surrounding
communities because fire does not respect
jurisdictional boundaries. Additionally,
LAHCFD shares messaging directly
from Central Fire, the Town of Los Altos
Hills, and other agencies and jurisdictions
by amplifying emergency notices and
preparedness information on its website
and social media: lahcfd.org.
For expert advice on wildfire preparedness, LAHCFD funds and sponsors HIZ
surveys by Santa Clara County FireSafe
Council. HIZ stands for “Home Ignition
Zone,” the area immediately surrounding
your home. A FireSafe representative
walks your property with you and points
out ways to reduce your home ignition
risks. These surveys cover landscaping,
home construction details, and simple
maintenance items. It is easy to sign up at
https://sccfiresafe.org/prepare/defensiblespace-and-hazardous-fuel-reduction-hfr/.
Finally, the CERT Program, sponsored
by the LAHCFD, offers workshops for
adults and teens to participate in training,
drills, and classes to prepare for emergency
events, and to be able to help their
neighbors.
It is important to note that although
the LAHCFD may be able to help with
certain programs, the primary responsibility for creating a defensible space lies
with the homeowner.

Immediate Zone
0-5 feet
Intermediate
Zone
5-30 feet
Extended
Zone
30-100 feet

Downslope
Extended
Zone up to
200 feet

HOW TO CREATE A DEFENSIBLE SPACE
HOMES SURVIVE WILDFIRE THROUGH A COMBINATION OF THE FOLLOWING FACTORS:
• Awareness and management of combustible materials on the property, especially within the first
5 feet of the home.
• Incorporation of fire and ember resistant construction materials, installation details, and maintenance.
• Careful plant selection, landscape placement, and maintenance.
Immediate Zone 0 to 5 feet from
buildings, decks, and other structures

Intermediate Zone 5 to 30 feet from
buildings, decks, and other structures

The goal is to avoid home ignition from
blowing embers.
• Use noncombustible materials such
as rock, stone pavers, cement, bare
earth, gravel, or sand.
• Remove all plants and shrubs near
windows.
• Remove leaves and needles from your
roof, skylight, and rain gutters.
• Clear vegetation and items that could
catch fire from around and under
decks.
• Remove dead branches that overhang
or touch your roof. Keep branches 10
feet away from your chimney and roof.
• Remove all leaves, needles, or other
debris that fall in this zone.

The goal is to reduce heat and
movement of flame.
• Remove all dead plants, grass, and
weeds
• Actively prune live shrubs
• Relocate woodpiles outside of this
zone
• Avoid extensive use of mulch, which
can convey fire to the house
• Limit fallen leaves, needles, twigs,
bark, cones, and small branches to a
depth of 2 inches
• Move all gas and propane tanks
outside of this zone

Extended Zone 30 to 100 feet from
buildings, decks, and other structures
• Create islands of vegetation with horizontal
spacing between shrubs and trees.
• Create vertical spacing between grass,
shrubs, and trees.
• Choose low-growing, irrigated, non-woody
plants such as vegetables, succulents,
erosion-control grasses, flowers, or lawn to
create landscaping in this zone.
• Mow or remove dead or dried vegetation.
• Trim trees regularly to maintain a minimum
of 10 feet of clearance between branches of
adjoining trees or shrubs.
• Mow any grass to a maximum height of 4
inches.
• To protect water quality, maintain vegetation
near waterways; do not clear to bare soil.
Vegetation removal can cause soil erosion
that damages streams, especially on steep
slopes. Remove dead trees and shrubs,
leaving the roots in place, if practical.
• Break up dense shrub cover on slopes by
creating small islands of pruned shrubs
staggered horizontally.
• Prior to evacuation, pull patio furniture, play
sets, and gas BBQ tanks as far as possible
from any structure, and bring cushions inside.

Wildfire Preparedness: Town

Last year, the Town of Los Altos Hills
adopted California’s most stringent
fire-code standards (referred to as Chapter
7A standards) for new construction
and major remodels. The Town has also
identified addressing wildfire as one of
its highest goals for this fiscal year. A task
force has been formed and is investigating, among other things, ways to help
residents get safety assessments done for
their properties. The Town will publicize
its programs when they are finalized.

Wildfire Preparedness: Homes

The next level of being prepared for
wildfires is the responsibility of the
property owner. We are all in this
together. As a homeowner there are three
important aspects to learn: (1) Being
firewise and (2) Hardening your home;
and (3) Evacuation plan.
Being Firewise: For a town resident,
being firewise means recognizing that you
live in a high-risk wildfire area and understanding how a wildfire can impact your
home. By reading this article on wildfire
preparedness you are becoming firewise.
Hardening Your Home: Hardening your
home, on the other hand, refers to specific
steps you can take to improve the chance
of your home to withstand ignition by a
wildfire via an ember storm, radiant heat,
and direct flame.
Hardening one’s landscape and home
are somewhat akin to getting vaccinated.
Hardening steps are not 100% effective,
but like an effective vaccine, it may be
(say) 70% effective. And a certain level of
community immunity, or at least resistance, can be achieved if everyone achieves
that 70% effectiveness
Hardening one’s yard, in a nutshell,
means reducing the amount of flammable

Top: A landscape has been hardened by removing
surface vegetation, spacing trees, and removing limbs
that reach close to the ground. Left: The LAHCFD
brush-chipping program removes cut vegetation that
has been cleared from a resident’s yard.

vegetation and increasing the spacing
between the remaining vegetation and
your home. Those steps are known as
creating “defensible space.” Hardening
one’s home means using fire-resistant
exteriors (especially the roof ) and
reducing weak points for fire and ember
entry (mostly vents and windows). It’s
important not to be intimidated by the
changes required. Instead, make a list,
focused on the biggest risk reductions,
and get started now. Many recommendations are simple landscape maintenance
changes. Each improvement will lower
your risk and your neighbor’s risk. You
can also encourage your neighbors to join

HOW TO HARDEN YOUR HOME
• Consider replacing the roof of your home with fire-resistant roofing (Class
A fire rating), noncombustible mesh screen on chimney, boxed eaves,
dual pane windows, firewise non-combustible siding, and firebrand-proof
venting in the roof and foundation.
• Clear all leaves, pine needles, and debris from the roof, gutters, gables,
eaves, windows, doors, and siding. Also remove all debris from out to five
feet from around your home.
• Remove any dead trees from your property. Consider removing or trimming
any trees right next to your home. Canopies or branches that hang over the
home should be trimmed back.
• If there are any eucalyptus trees, remove them immediately. They not only
pose a high fire risk for your home, they also threaten the homes of your
neighbors.
• Mow grass to a maximum height of 4 inches. If grass is dead or there are
large areas of weeds, especially tall weeds, clear these areas immediately.
• Keep bark mulch away from the house. Consider replacing mulch that is
adjacent to the house with decorative stone.
• Remove any combustible materials from underneath or on a deck.
To learn more, visit: sccfiresafe.org

in your efforts by forming a FireWise
neighborhood with assistance from
LAHCFD staff and FireSafe Council to
help your community protect itself from
wildfires.
There are many online resources to
help homeowners harden their homes and
yards. Here are two:
• www.lahcfd.org
• www.sccfd.org/education-andpreparedness-overview/emergencypreparedness
Remember that having a fire-safe
property is fundamentally each homeowner’s responsibility. Although the Town,
Sheriff ’s office, and LAHCFD are there to
provide some assistance, each homeowner
is ultimately responsible to protect
themself, their family, and their neighbors.
Evacuation Plan: Every homeowner
should also have an evacuation plan in the
event of a wildfire. In an evacuation, the
number one priority is always the preservation of life — not property. Ready, Set,
Go! provides evacuation guidance and
other useful information. Three are three
important steps:
1. Be alert for emergency warnings. Sign
up for Nixle (https://local.nixle.com/
register/) and AlertSCC (https://
emergencymanagement.sccgov.org/
AlertSCC). During Red Flag days or
other weather warning events that include
high winds, high temperatures, and low
humidity, keep your phone on 24/7.
2. Have an evacuation plan. Do you know
how to open your garage door if a fire
knocks out the electricity? What is your
evacuation route? What is your alternate
route if the first one is blocked? What
things will you grab if you are forced to
leave in a hurry? How will you re-connect
with family members? Have a go-bag
packed and near the door, include a
go-bag for pets and family members. Keep
your green OK Card handy and visible.

Review resource information on the back
of the OK Card. Copies are available
at lahcfd.org or Town Hall. Know and
practice two evacuation routes with your
family. Be sure to practice for a day or
night evacuation. Have a call-down tree
ready to find and check-in with family
members in event of an emergency evacuation. If there are members of the family
with special needs, consider early evacuation or leave the home during red flag
days.
3. When it is time to go, GO! If an evacuation order is received, evacuate immediately! Life safety is the only priority. If you
receive an evacuation warning, it means
to get ready or that it is ok to leave early.
At a minimum, initiate your evacuation
plan by packing your car, readying your
pets and family, and knowing where you
are going.
Town staff has established communication links to the community. Nixle
and AlertSCC provide voice and text
notifications to registered cell phones
and landlines. Event status information is shared on Nextdoor.com and
the town’s Facebook and Twitter pages.

EVACUATING YOUR HOME
IN A WILDFIRE EMERGENCY
PREPARE CAR FOR EVACUATION

• Use the car with the most fuel.
• Park car in garage facing the street.
• Start packing the car.
• Close car windows but do not lock the car; leave the keys in the ignition.
• Close the garage door but leave it unlocked (disconnect automatic garage door
opener).
• Plan your route. Follow recommended evacuation routes. Do not take
shortcuts, they may be blocked.
• Take only one car to reduce road congestion.

COORDINATE FAMILY

• If not all family members are home, text them and come up with a reunification
plan.
• Text or email your out-of-area contact and tell them where you are going.
• Only make phone calls for life-threatening situations so the phones are not
overloaded. Texting is fine.
• Arrange temporary housing at a friend’s or relative’s home outside the threatened area. You will be more comfortable in someone’s home than in a public
shelter.
• Call a friend or family member outside the area to let them know where you are.
• Keep pets nearby and confined for rapid evacuation.
• Pack food, water, and supplies for your pets.

PREPARE THE OUTSIDE OF YOUR HOME

Narrow roads with overhanging trees
could become impassable in a fire.

To learn more, go to www.losaltoshills.
ca.gov, click on “In Case of Emergency”
then “Communications in Emergencies” to register for Nixle and AlertSCC.
Click “Safety Resources Library” to
find information on Fire, Wildfire and
Home Safety, and many other emergency
planning topics. For evacuation
workshops visit: https://sccfiresafe.org/
learn/wildfire-evacuation-workshop/.
The town and LAHCFD will be
involved in an upcoming and new evacuation program, Zonehaven, to be used
used for notification to residents in event
of fires and evacuation routes. This will
become the county-wide program for
evacuation.
Neal Mielke and his family have lived here for 30
years. He was active in the struggle to preserve the
fire district and is currently working to help the town
respond to proposed housing legislation.
Dave Stewart is a 30 year resident, has been an
active CERT lead for 11 years, and has been
hardening his property and landscape for the last 3
years with the help of LAHCFD programs.

• Shut off gas at the meter only if advised to do so by local officials on the radio
or television. (use wrench to move the valve crosswise to the pipe).
• Disconnect propane tanks and turn valves off.
• Close or cover outside shutters, attic and air vents, and other openings close
to the ground.
• Connect the garden hose to an outside faucet.
• Move combustible/flammable items to one spot away from the house - lawn
furniture, umbrellas, tarp coverings, firewood, lawnmower gas, propane tanks,
ammunition, chemicals.
• Place a ladder against the roof of the house on the side opposite the
approaching fire.
• Turn on exterior lights.
• Make any available equipment obvious for the firefighters to use (hoses,
spigots, hoes, chain saws, ladders).
• Leave a note with your contact information on the front door indicating that
your family has evacuated or write “EVACUATED” in chalk on your driveway.

PREPARE THE INSIDE OF YOUR HOME

• Turn off appliances, thermostats, fireplaces (open damper, close screen).
• Leave one light on in each general area of the house so firefighters can see
your house in the dark and smoke.
• Close fire-resistant window & skylight coverings, heavy drapes, and venetian
blinds.
• Remove lace, nylon, or light material drapes/curtains.
• Move combustible furniture into the center of the home away from windows
and sliding-glass doors.
• Fill bathtubs, sinks, and buckets with water.
• Soak burlap sacks, small rugs, or large rags in the buckets or sink.
• Close doors and windows to prevent draft.
• Secure your home as you normally would but leave sliding glass doors
unlocked.
• Place valuables that will not be damaged by water in a pool or pond.
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FROM THE CITY MANAGER

D

ear residents, this will be
my last newsletter article as
City Manager of Los Altos
Hills. After 22 years of service to the
Town of Los Altos Hills, and the past
15-1/2 years as your City Manager
I’ve decided to retire effective Friday,
October 29. It has been an honor
and a privilege to serve as your City
Manager. I have met so many wonderfully well-spoken and compassionate
residents over the years that it gives me
great hope for the future of not just the
town but also for this country that our
best years still lay ahead of us.
In solid partnership with the
community, we have accomplished
much over the years. The results speak
for themselves with steadily increasing
property tax and permit revenues. We
should all be proud of our accomplishments. The town’s street and sanitary
sewer systems are both in very good
condition having benefitted from years
of sound planning and investment.
The town has seen major additions
to its wonderful trail system that has
made it eminently practical for one to
travel all over the town by foot, bicycle,
and horse. The new Town Hall still
looks great after 15+ years and a small
structural addition is underway. The
Westwind Barn and Corp Yard Barn
have both been restored and seismically
retrofitted. Under the leadership and
direction of the City Council, management has delivered healthy balanced
budgets to the town every year with
sufficient funds available to transfer
to capital investment and for paying
down pension and OPEB liabilities.
The California State Auditor ranks Los
Altos Hills as the 10th most fiscally
healthy City out of 453 California
Cities.
I am most proud of our accomplishments during the year of the pandemic
2020. I had originally considered
retiring last year. However, with the
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Carl Cahill

onset of the pandemic, my goal was
to help lead the town and its residents
through a period of great uncertainty.
Staff came together as a team and we
kept the lights on at Town Hall and

“It has been an honor
and a privilege to serve
as your City Manager.
I have met so many
wonderfully well-spoken
and compassionate
residents over the years
that it gives me great
hope for the future of
not just the town but
also for this country
that our best years still
lay ahead of us.”
continued to provide our core services.
Permit revenues were up 11% from the
previous strong year of 2019. No staff
was laid off. Everyone was incredibly
busy. The maintenance crew kept town
trails well maintained and assisted

the County Health Department with
monthly Covid testing here at Town
Hall. Parks and Recreation Department staff retooled and devoted much
of their time to public information
and outreach on the pandemic crisis.
Working closely with the Council and
Supervisor Simitian, we also successfully defended against the County’s
plan to dissolve the town’s Fire District.
Finally, we worked weekends to keep
town residents informed of the status
of the CZU Lightning Complex
wildfire that was raging in the nearby
Santa Cruz mountains.
In addition to what is hopefully
the aftermath of the COVID-19
pandemic, there are a host of other
challenges on the horizon including:
• SB-9 which, if adopted, will fundamentally alter residential zoning in
Los Altos Hills and require planning
for new water and sewer infrastructure.
• Update of the Housing Element
with substantially increased affordable housing production goals.
• Completion of the El Monte Utility
Undergrounding Project
• Planning and financing additional
U.U.G projects.
• Bringing fiber and other high-speed
broadband options to the town
• Preserve our local LAH County Fire
District
• Adopting new ordinances and
policies necessary to protect the
public from climate change, drought
conditions, and the extended fire
season.
I believe that the Town of Los Altos
Hills is well-positioned to meet these
challenges with capable elected leadership in office and a dedicated core
group of staff who are worthy of the
title of public servants.

Making Wine

Builds Family and Community

A

t last count there were more than 115
vineyards in Los Altos Hills. Owners
invariably say that making wine brings
together families, friends, and, often, whole
neighborhoods. On October 10, the public can
join the fun by attending Vines & Wines 2021,
from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. at Town Hall.

Traficanti smiles at the memory of baby
feet punching down the wine during harvest
gatherings. Her cellar holds family memories as
well as bottles. She shares both freely. Traficanti and Steinmetz will be pouring wine at
Vines & Wines 2021.

Judie and Peter Wolken

When Felix and Marie-Thérèse Theeuwes
bought their house in Los Altos Hills, the
property had a neglected orchard with grapevines scattered among the trees. They rehabilitated some of the trees, adding trees, gardens,
and a proper vineyard. One massive, old vine,
was too interesting to abandon. Instead, Felix
grafted Muscat grapes onto its gnarled trunk.
The canopy now stretches for 45 feet along a
fence. Using what Felix calls “trial, error, and
shame,” the Theeuwes
made Fencolino, a unique
blend of partially dry
Chardonnay grapes and
unfermented Muscat juice.
The wine takes its name
from the fence on which
their historic old vine
grows. The Theeuwes also make Pinot Noir
and this year made a straight Muscat wine.
The cellar is the center of family life as well
as gatherings with friends and neighbors. Their
three grown children, who live in the area,
are enthusiastic participants. The Theeuwes
will be pouring their wine at Vines & Wines
2021. Like several of their neighbors, they
participated in the first Vines & Wines celebration in 2001. That year participants parked at
Westwind Barn and walked to four vineyards
for tastings.
“Given the isolation imposed on everyone
last year, Vines & Wines 2021 presents an
opportunity to share some excellent local wine
and re-connect with each other,” says planning
committee member Karen Smith. “Twenty
years experience with local conditions means
many of the vintners make much better wine
now,” says Smith.

Judie Wolken, of Cloudstone Vineyards,
speaks for many home winemakers when
she reminisces about friendship and sharing
that developed around the craft. For years, the
Wolkens traded knowledge and
equipment with Rene and Brian
Hollins and Jenny and Simon
Chang. “Making wine brought our
whole neighborhood together,” says
Wolken. “We would host an Annual
Cloudstone Stomp, with a different
theme each year,” adds Wolken,
remembering these not-to-be-missed neighborhood celebrations.
Like others who initially did all the work
themselves, the Wolkens now contract with
Post & Trellis for maintenance of their vines
and La Honda Winery to make their wine. The
Wolken’s desire to share the bounty of their
cellar continues. Participants in Vines & Wines
2021 can enjoy their Cloudstone Zinfandel.

Nancy Traficanti and Jim Steinmetz

Nancy Traficanti shares ownership of three
acres of vines with her next-door neighbor, Jim
Steinmetz. Initially, the
two families did all the
work themselves. Traficanti shakes her head in
wonder that she would
spend two hours per side
just tending the canopies
on 17 rows of Syrah grapes.
These days Traficanti and Steinmetz contract for
most vineyard maintenance and winemaking.
Relieved of the heavy labor, they still enjoy
views of the expanse of vines behind their
houses.

Taste the
Town’s Terroir

Felix and Marie-Thérèse Theeuwes

T

he public is invited to Vines &
Wines 2021, a wine tasting on
October 10 from 2 to 5 p.m., in
the courtyard at Town Hall, 26379
Fremont Road, Los Altos Hills.
The event, sponsored by
Hills 2000 - Friends of the Hills
(a nonprofit community group
dedicated to preserving the rural
character of the town) and the
Town of Los Altos Hills, celebrates
wine made within town boundaries
or made from grapes grown within
town borders. All are handcrafted,
small-batch wines, donated and
poured by homeowners themselves. Residents learn about
local wine, while the vintners
exchange secrets of their craft.
Approximately 24 vintners will
be on hand, pouring more than
30 different wines. New winemakers are encouraged to send a
message to event chair Ann Duwe
at annduwe422@gmail.com.
This year marks the seventh
version of the town’s Vines &
Wines celebration. Volunteers on
the planning committee provide
food. Tickets are $25 per person.
Only 250 tickets will be sold.
Residents are encouraged to
purchase tickets early since the
event sold out in 2017 and 2019.
Adults only; no dogs admitted. For
tickets, go to: hills2000.org

Our Town | September 2021 9

10 Our Town | September 2021

The hive is constantly
tended by worker bees, who
communicate with dance. The
brood chamber of a hive is kept
at 95 degrees to facilitate the
production of new bees. When
it’s time for a new queen the

T

he honeybee (Apis mellifera) is not native to North
America, even though it is called the “western honeybee”
or “European honeybee.” It is thought to have originated
in Africa and Asia, and naturally spread through Africa,
the Middle East, and Europe. Humans spread it farther, including
to North America in 1622. It now occurs on every continent except
Antarctica.
There are four stages to a honeybee’s life: egg, larva, pupa, and
adult. The queen bee lays an egg in each cell of the honeycomb built

Worker bees collect
nectar and pollen from
100 to 150 flowering
plants, generally within
two miles of the hive.

Bees make honey from
nectar, a sugar-rich liquid
produced by plants to
attract pollinators and
animal mutualists

by the worker bees, the egg hatches into a helpless larva that is fed
by nurse bees for about a week, then it is sealed into the honeycomb
cell for its pupal stage, and after another week it emerges as an adult.
Egg-laying slows or stops in the winter months. The queen is a female
whose only role is to lay eggs and emit the pheromones that control
hive behavior. The queen takes a maiden flight when she is one week
old, mates with 10 to 20 male drones, then returns to the hive to lay
eggs for the rest of her life, which is three to five years. Most of the
60,000 or so bees in the hive are infertile female worker bees. These

Busy as a Honeybee
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bees collect nectar and pollen, raise the brood, maintain optimal
hive temperature, clean house, build honeycomb, produce wax and
royal jelly, defend the hive, and tend the queen. Each worker bee
lives for about six weeks. There are a few hundred fertile male bees
in the hive in late spring/early summer whose main purpose is to
fertilize a maiden queen. They are called drones, and they are larger

Because of its anti-fungal/
bacterial properties, honey
does not spoil. Intact honey
was discovered in King
Tut’s tomb. Honey is rich in
vitamins and minerals and is
an antioxidant.

Threats to the western
honeybee include other
insects, disease, and
pesticides. The reverse is
also true. As a non-native
bee the western honeybee
can displace other
pollinators, potentially
impacting the delicate
balance that has evolved
between native pollinators
and flowering plants.

worker bees develop one by
expanding existing cells into
queen brood cells and feeding
royal jelly to the larvae.

Taylor Vanderlip is an environmental consultant specializing in biological issues.

than worker bees, have no stinger, and are tended by the worker
bees. The drones that mate with the queen die right away. Any
drones remaining in the hive in fall/winter are pushed out of the
hive and die. Replacement drones are created by worker bees in how
they tend the larvae.

Humans have been keeping bees, and
collecting honey from their hives, for
thousands of years. There is rock art in
current day France and Spain, and tomb
paintings in Egypt that depict bee keeping.
The western honeybee is preferred by
beekeepers for its behavioral traits.

The western honeybee
does not survive alone, but
rather as part of a colony,
or hive; a superorganism.
This colonial insect is
housed, transported, and
sometimes fed by beekeepers,
but will also colonize tree
hollows and attics. Western
honeybees typically make
more honey than they use,
so beekeepers harvest some
frames from the beehive,
replacing them with new
frames for the bees to build
honeycomb on.

Climate Suitable Landscapes

H T
DRY

Year

W

hile results vary substantially by home
and landscape, the average Los Altos Hills
resident uses over 65% of water for outdoor
irrigation, and another 10% is estimated lost to leaks.
In Los Altos Hills the highest water usage is irrigation of plants that simply are not suitable for our
Mediterranean climate — the most egregious is turf.
The amount of water needed for landscapes depends
on three decisions: plant choice, irrigation method,
and soil management. Deep-rooted native plants can
withstand fairly long dry periods but do benefit from
occasional summer irrigation. Turf, with shallow roots
and frequent mowing, requires considerably more
irrigation, up to 10 times more than taller, uncut native
grasses. Spray irrigation is typically only 60% efficient,
while drip or subsurface irrigation is 95% efficient.
Deep roots and biologically active soil provide greater
moisture retention and thus allow less frequent irrigation. Bi-annual soil amendment with compost and
mulch is strongly recommended. Beautiful palettes of
climate-suitable plants are available for replacing lawns.
There are multiple benefits of native plants compared
with the monoculture of turf: less water, less maintenance, less fertilizer and pesticides, greater scenic
variation and biodiversity, and greater sustainability for
all. (In addition, gophers have a harder time digging
through deep-rooted native plant landscapes.) Valley
Water rebates for lawn replacement and irrigation
upgrades have been increased to $3000 per residence.
Rebates are also available for water-efficient toilets and
clothes washers.

Stop the Leak

S

anta Clara County is in
an extreme drought, D3
intensity, according to
the U.S. Drought Monitor.
On June 9, 2021, the board
of directors at Valley Water
declared a water shortage
emergency requesting water
retailers to mandate water-use
restrictions with a goal to cut
water usage by 15% from 2019
levels. San Jose Water Company
was the first to announce
restrictions, limiting household
irrigation to only two days a
week, 15 minutes per day per
station and only from 8:00 pm
to 10:00 am when evaporation
is lowest. Other retailers are
asking for voluntary conservation but mandatory restrictions
may follow if conservation
goals are not met.

Leaks are easy to detect but the source can be hard to
find. Recording the water meter level reading before
and after a span of hours while the house is unoccupied
can determine if a leak exists. Most Los Altos Hills
households have Advanced Metering Infrastructure
that records water usage every hour and notify users of
leaks. Contact your water retailer to create an account
to view your water usage and set up leak alerts. The
most likely household sources of leaks are toilets. The
rubber seal between the tank and the bowl can degrade
within five years of installation. Pools and irrigation
systems need regular checks to eliminate leaks. Another
common leak triggering mechanism is the natural
settling of hillsides creating supply pipes to crack. Water
retailers provide leak detection kits, water-efficient
showerheads, aerators, and other conservation supplies
at no charge or a customized Water Wise House Call
can be scheduled. Valley Water has developed a mobile
application for all Santa Clara County residents, “Access
Valley Water”, for faster communication of concerns
about water misuse and other issues.

River on Tap

Los Altos Hills is serviced by two water retailers,
Purissima Hills Water District (PHWD) and California
Water Service (CWS). The Tuolumne River, in the
Sierra foothills, which is captured in Hetch-Hetchy
Reservoir and stored locally in Calaveras and Crystal
Springs Reservoirs, is the primary source of water for
PHWD. California Water Service purchases water from
the Santa Clara Valley Water District. Valley Water

imports 58% of its water supply
from the Delta, via pumps and
canals fed by the Sacramento
and San Joaquin Rivers and their
many tributaries. The Sierra
Nevada Mountains snowpack
is the source of water for these
rivers systems that eventually
flow out of our taps. Local
surface runoff and groundwater
typically account for 35% of
Valley Water’s supply while
recycled water is currently at
7%. Groundwater withdrawal
amounts are limited by Valley
Water to avoid the risk of land
subsidence. Anderson Reservoir,
Valley Water’s largest water
storage facility, was ordered
emptied by the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission for
seismic upgrades and will remain

wastewater purification as a
more reliable source of water.
Simpler water reuse options exist
at home. Greywater systems
reuse water from laundry, sinks,
or showers for non-potable
uses such as irrigation or toilet
flushing. Simple laundry-tolandscape systems do not require
permits and can qualify for a
$400 rebate from Valley Water.
Rainwater harvest systems are
increasingly available in various
sizes for both above-ground or
below-ground storage tanks.

Drought Increase Wildfire
Risks

This past winter most of California saw far less rainfall than
usual causing vegetation to dry
out faster and increasing fire

DROUGHT CONDITIONS IN CALIFORNIA
INTENSITY:
None
D0 Abnormally Dry

D1 Moderate Drought
D2 Severe Drought

D3 Extreme Drought

D4 Exceptional Drought

should not be used after 10:00
am during a drought, especially
on low humidity days. All
vegetation should be cleared at
least 5 feet from the perimeter
of homes, especially if exterior
siding and decks are made from
wood. Windows are especially
susceptible to breakage from

the radiant heat of burning
vegetation. Contact Santa Clara
County Fire Safe Council or Los
Altos Hills County Fire Department to learn more.
Kit Gordon donates her time for
environmental issues.

D3 Extreme Drought Attributes
•
•
•
•
•

Water use restrictions
Lower well and aquifer levels
Wildfire season lasts all year
Wildlife seek food & water in urban areas
Decreased fish survival rates

Resources for Water Conservation and Rebates
•
•
•
•
•
•

Watersavings.org
www.purissimawater.org/conservation.html
www.calwater.com
Beheard.valleywater.org/drought-information
Access Valley Water mobile app to report water misuse
Water Conservation Hotline at (408) 630-2554 or
Conservation@valleywater.org.
• Recycled & purified water: www.purewater4u.org
• Greywateraction.org
• www.energy.gov/eere/femp/water-efficient-technologyopportunity-rainwater-harvesting-systems

Top Tips for Saving Water

• Replace lawn with low water plants native to California’s
Central Coast Region (www.calscape.org)
• Cover pool; options are available for all pool & deck shapes
• Monitor water meter for leaks or ask your retailer for leak
detection
• Replace inefficient fine spray irrigation with drip or stream
spray such as MP Rotators
• Irrigate only at night or early morning, 8:00 pm to 10:00 am
• Install a weather or soil-moisture based irrigation controller
• Install water-efficient toilets and clothes washers
• Use a broom, not a hose, to clean hardscape
• Reuse greywater and capture rainwater

empty for at least 10 years
during construction.

Water Reuse

With snowpack volumes
decreasing and river runoff
occurring earlier in the year,
there is pressure to rely less on
water from rivers and streams.
Purified wastewater now
augments groundwater recharge
and studies are underway to
supplement local reservoirs with
purified water. Water agencies
are increasingly investing in

risk. Redwoods, eucalyptus, and
Monterey pines are not native
to Los Altos Hills and are dying
at an increased rate during this
drought. In droughts, field
grasses dry up earlier and the
ignition rate of living vegetation, such as trees and shrubs,
increases in droughts. Fire
therefore also spreads faster.
Sparks from equipment are
the major cause of wildfires in
California. Tractors or heavy
equipment to cut vegetation

Not sure how to save? Free home water-wise house calls
are available to all residents through Valley Water. Find leak
detection, personalized advice, and rebate information at:
www.valleywater.org/water-conservation-programs

Supplemental Water Use
Landscape decisions determine the amount of supplemental
water. Listed below are inches of water needed during the
month of July when evaporation rates are highest.
Turf: 9.9
Uncovered Pool: 7.4
Vineyard: 6.3
Native Meadow: 2.4
Established Native Plants: <1
Map (7-22-21): https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?CA
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PUPPIES PURPOSE
WITH
A

This is the second part of a two-part
story that appeared in the June 2021
issue of Our Town.

P

uppies are addictive.
Karen Ammer discovered
this while caring for her
Canine Companions
breeder’s litters. After
female breeder Rumor
retired, Karen decided to
explore the next phase in the
journey of a future service dog,
by becoming a volunteer puppy
raiser. Karen’s newest puppy,
Hacket, arrived in Los Altos Hills
in late April.
Hacket is a female Labrador
and golden retriever cross,
born in early March. Karen
is co-raising Hacket with the
puppy’s namesake, Huberta
Hacket of Los Altos. Hacket is
14 Our Town | September 2021

the fifth Canine Companions
puppy that Karen has raised
and Huberta’s twelfth! She is
the third puppy that they have
raised together and will rotate
back and forth between their
homes for two-week periods.

The Role of a Canine
Companions Puppy Raiser
Hacket will live with her puppy
raisers until August 2022.
During this time, Karen and
Huberta will teach her basic
manners, such as walking
nicely on a leash, greeting
people and other dogs calmly,
and, of course, house training.
Canine Companions provides
extensive online support for
puppy raisers, including written
materials, video recordings, and

classes via video conference.
The local South Bay Chapter
also offers weekly in-person
obedience classes, taught by
experienced volunteer instructors. Puppy raisers are expected
to attend class regularly and
submit monthly reports on
their puppy’s progress to the
Northwest Region program
manager in Santa Rosa.
Canine Companions puppies
also learn approximately thirty
commands with their puppy
raisers, ranging from “sit” and
“down” to walking backwards to
positioning themselves under
a table or chair on command.
In addition, puppy raisers teach
the dog to move efficiently
in tight spaces and ignore
distractions, such as food on
the ground. These skills enable

Above: Canine Companions Puppy
Hacket. Right: Karen Ammer and
Huberta Hacket with seven-week old
Hacket, on the puppy’s first day in Los
Altos Hills.
the dogs to accompany their
future handlers in a variety of
challenging settings. Imagine a
Lab curled up under the table
at a restaurant, comfortably
snoozing, without even sniffing
the French fries dropped on the
floor — that is the expectation
for these dogs!
Throughout the process,
South Bay Chapter volunteers
and Canine Companions’ puppy
program manager are available
to answer questions and help.
There currently are about
twenty-five other puppies in
training in the Chapter, located

from Scotts Valley up to San
Francisco. Chapter members
also include volunteer breeder
caretakers and Canine Companions clients with service dogs.
The group meets regularly, and
members support one another
by trading off dog sitting and
hosting doggie
playdates. Karen
had never trained
a dog before she
received the first
Canine Companions puppy she
raised, Trisha. “It
was much easier
than I expected,
as Trisha was very
food motivated
and there was so
much support.
And seeing
service dogs in
action provides a
constant source of
inspiration.”

Karen takes Hacket to local
parks and playgrounds, where
children’s play structures
offer a range of challenges.
The campus at Gardner Bullis
School is one of her favorite
venues because of the huge
variety of surfaces.
These outings
also provide an
opportunity for
the puppy to
encounter new
people. Once the
puppy is a bit
older, she can
join her raiser for
shopping trips,
meetings with
co-workers, and
other events.
By the time the
puppy advances
to professional
training at the
Canine Companions regional training center
in Santa Rosa, she will have
walked alongside a grocery cart,
ridden public transportation,
and maybe even visited a theme
park or flown on an airplane.
These experiences prepare the
dog to work in whatever setting
their future handler requires.
Of course, it is not all work.
Hacket and other Canine
Companions dogs enjoy plenty
of playtime. Hacket already
loves to play fetch with a ball
and has regular playdates with
other dogs.

“Seeing
graduate
service dogs
in action
provides a
constant
source of
inspiration.”

Puppy Socialization
In addition to learning and
practicing commands, Hacket’s
daily routine includes neighborhood walks and age-appropriate
socialization. Karen and
Huberta work to provide positive
experiences that encourage
Hacket to investigate her environment. The goal is to produce
a confident young dog.
For example, service dogs
must be comfortable walking on
slippery floors and over grates.

Saying Good-Bye
Hacket will be approximately
18 months old when she
begins professional training
in Santa Rosa. Depending on
her temperament and abilities,
she may become a service dog
to an adult, child, or veteran
with a disability, or work with a
professional who serves people
with disabilities, for example,
an occupational or speech
therapist.
“People always ask how
I manage to say goodbye...
For me, the worst thing is
hearing that the puppy I raised
has been released from the
program,” shares Karen. “We
work so hard to prepare the
puppies for life as a service dog
and dream of how they might
someday help someone — it is
incredibly disappointing.”
There is a silver lining,
however. If a dog is not suited
to be a service dog and is
released, the puppy raiser has
the option to adopt them on a
permanent basis. Karen’s first
puppy, Trisha, was released
after three months of professional training. Since
returning home to Karen’s
family, Trisha has found a

Five-year-old Ethan practices
reading with Trisha.

new career as a therapy dog
for children. Trisha is a favorite
at library reading programs in
Woodside and Palo Alto and at
CHoNC Pediatric Hospital. All
of the puppies eventually find
their purpose, as a working dog,
beloved family pet, or some
combination of the two.
Karen Ammer has volunteered for
Canine Companions since 2012.
Photos courtesy of Ammer.

HOW TO
GET
INVOLVED
Visit canine.org/getinvolved
to find out how to become
a volunteer or fundraise.
Fundraise or join us for
Canine Companions’ DogFest
Northwest, which takes place
virtually on October 30, 2021.
Go to canine.org/DogFestNorthwest
to get involved!
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CALENDAR

SEPT
11

Sat. 4:00 – 7:00 pm
Los Altos Hills Hoedown
Visit Westwind Community
Barn for live bluegrass
music, a barn side dining
experience, an equestrian
exhibition, and a BBQ for
purchase.

19

Sun. 2:00 – 5:00 pm
Artist Exhibit and
Reception
The art exhibit, titled
“Distant Lands,” features
the photography of Jim
Colton who has traveled
around the world. His work
captures the essence of
distant lands and cultures.
The reception features live

Our Town
Our Town is published with assistance from the City Clerk, Deborah Padovan,
and Town Volunteer Committees.
Editor: Alexander Atkins
Contributing Writers: Karen Ammer, Ann Duwe, Kit Gordon, Neal Mielke,
Dave Stewart, Taylor Vanderlip
Photography: Alexander Atkins, Bob Beyers, Jitze Couperus, Mary Cunneen
Lion, Neal Mielke, Dave Stewart, Tom Turner, Wikimedia Commons

music, refreshments, and
wine. Free and open to the
public.

OCT
2

Sat. 10:00 – Noon
Touch a Truck
Do you know a kid (of any
age) who loves trucks?
Visit the Town Hall parking
lot for the following Trucks
attending: Town of Los Altos
Hills Public Works, Santa
Clara County Fire, Santa
Clara County Sheriff, and
GreenWaste Recovery!

second year on a Pop-Up
Flower Frame located
at Black Mountain and
Altamont Roads. This
partnership promotes the
stunning backdrop of Byrne
Preserve Open Space and
showcases Hidden Villa’s
blooms.
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Guess the Pumpkin’s
Weight
A large pumpkin will be
delivered to Town Hall

Tickets are limited and
available at: hills2000.org.

The Town is partnering
with Hidden Villa for the

pumpkin. Winners will be
announced in the first week
of November.

23

Sat. 9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Neighborhood Clean-up/
Dump Day
Los Altos Hills cleanup day;
limited to residents of Los
Altos Hills ONLY and proof
of residency is required. An
original copy of the clean-up
notice is required. For
customer service questions
about Dump Day visit greenwaste.com/losaltoshills or
650-947-4994.

Fri., 6:30 – 9:00 pm
Halloween Family Movie
Night at the Park

Sun., 2:00 – 5:00 pm
Vines & Wines

Friday – Sunday
Flower Pop-Up Photo
Frame

City Manager
Carl Cahill

29

10

15-17

Los Altos Hills City Council
Kavita Tankha, Mayor
George Tyson, Vice Mayor
Stanley Q. Mok
Lisa Schmidt
Linda Swan

to celebrate Halloween.
Come by to see it and
make your best guess
at the pumpkin’s weight.
The closest three guesses
will receive prizes. Visit:
www.losaltoshills.ca.gov/

Hosted by the Los Altos
Hills Youth Commission for
residents of Los Altos Hills.
Save your spot, losaltoshills.
ca.gov/HalloweenMovie.
Calendar events are also
posted on town’s website:
www.losaltoshills.ca.gov
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