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Agenda
 Town Crime Totals
 Residential Burglary Data and Map
Modus Operandi of a Burglary
 Investigating Crime
 Package and Mail Theft 
 Automated License Plate Recognition (ALPR)
 Staying Informed  
 Questions





Residential Burglary Data
Totals
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*Data is for Jan 1 – Sep 13, 2022
- - - - - = 10-year average is 27.8 residential burglaries per year (last year’s 10-year average was 26.3 burglaries/year)



Residential Burglary Data
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*In 11 of the reported cases, known time frame of burglary occurred over 
course of multiple days, day of week unknown.



Residential Burglary Data
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Method of Entry
Broke glass door/slider

Window break

Unlocked door

Open Window

Unknown

42%

3%
10%

45%

Time of Day Multiple days/hours -
time of day unk

Morning
12AM - 7AM

Day
7AM - 5PM

Evening
5PM - 12AM



Map of 
Residential 
Burglaries



Residential Burglary Target Items



Residential Burglary Target Items



Modus Operandi of a Residential 
Burglary 



Residential Burglary Suspects



Investigating crime



Residential Burglary Suspects

*Image not from Los Altos Hills



Investigating 
Crime



Preventing Residential Burglaries

YARD / DRIVEWAY
Keep all gates locked

Keep plants well trimmed

Leave vehicle in driveway

Use automatic timers for indoor 
lighting/tv/music

Use motion sensor lighting outside

Make home appear occupied 

MOTION SENSOR LIGHT   



Mail and Package Thefts









• Pick up mail promptly after delivery
• Never leave mail in the mailbox overnight
• Drop outgoing mail directly at the post office when possible
• Utilize a mailbox with a lock
• Place a hold on mail when going out of town
• Have a neighbor or relative accept the package if you can’t be 

home
• Have the package delivered to your workplace
• Request the shipper hold the package at their facility for pick-

up
• Provide delivery instructions to have the parcel hidden in a 

location that is out of sight
• Utilize shipping lockers as offered by some companies.

Mail and Package Thefts 



Automated License Plate Recognition (ALPR)



Automated License Plate Recognition (ALPR)

Visual Evidence

• Vehicle make, type, and color

• License plate (missing plate, covered 
plate, state of the license plate)

• Unique features (roof rack, bumper 
stickers, and window stickers)

Contextual Evidence

• Timestamp

• Number of times this vehicle has been   
seen in the last 30 days

• Location of vehicle

• Associated vehicles



Automated License Plate Recognition (ALPR)

SYSTEM WILL…

Aid

Help deputies and 
detectives solve 
and prevent more 
crime

Research

Allow deputies to 
conduct 
necessary 
research of 
vehicles known to 
be associated to 
crime

Notification 

Provide 
immediate 
notification on 
wanted plates:
•Stolen Vehicles
•Stolen/Lost Plates
•Missing Person(s)
•Felony Vehicle 
Association

•Plates Identified 
Internally by Sheriff

SYSTEM WILL NOT…

Solvability 

Solve all reported 
crime as the 
system has 
limitations

Privacy

Provide owner or 
registration 
information

Images

Provide image of 
driver or 
passengers



Automated 
License Plate 
Recognition 

(ALPR)



Stay Informed! 



Stay Informed! 



Stay 
Informed! 

https://www.losa
ltoshills.ca.gov/

https://www.losaltoshills.ca.gov/


Sheriff’s Office Response to Burglaries 

Detectives participate in 
the county wide burglary 

meetings which allow for a 
multi- agency approach to 

stopping burglaries

Frequent Nextdoor posts 
related to crime trends

Utilize the Automated 
License Plate Readers 

(ALPRs)

Crime Prevention 
Presentations

Community Meetings to 
Discuss Crime 

Target areas of Town 
identified by data

Extra deputies (overtime) 
to focus on burglaries



SHERIFF’s Office West Valley Substation

408.868.6600
8am to 5pm

Emergencies CALL 9-1-1 or Text 9-1-1

If you are out of the area: 408.299.3233

Non-emergency
408.299.2311



Questions
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